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south of Monroe Street and east of Mound Street was divided
into lots measuring 33 x 100’ by Chipman and Aughinbaugh in
1853: this was the “Town of Alameda.” To further spur
development and land sales on the east end, they then initidted
the “Watermelon Excursions” from San Francisco to Old
Alameda Point by advertising a free lot to anyone who
purchased and built upon it. According to various sources, very
few lots were actually purchased. The main reason for this
seems to have been, not the price of the lots, but rather the lack
of adequate transportation to and from San Francisco. The town

of Alameda was incorporated in 1854 but never ratified by a
local election.

Another early settlement, called Encinal, grew around the wharf
built into the Estuary from the end of present-day Grand Street.
The first ferries between Alameda and San Francisco arrived at
and departed from this wharf. In 1854, the “Town of Encinal”
was surveyed and laid out in small blocks north of Central
Avenue between Paru and Chestnut Streets. “Lands adjacent to
the town of Encinal” were subdivided the same year in large
blocks between Chestnut Street and Park Street. Development of
this land did not really begin until the 1870’s, when the large
blocks were resubdivided into lots.

Thus the early <mm_‘m of settlement on the peninsula were
concentrated around the towns of Alameda and Encinal. A
legacy of this period are the lot sizes and street grid in these
areas. It was a troubled time with land grabbing and squatting
common. It was not until the 1870’s that titles were clear enough
to allow the large scale subdivision of land. Lawyers ‘
accumulated large estates as the former landowners lost their
holdings in drawn-out court cases.

The Broadgauge Railroad

One of these lawyers was Alfred A. Cohen, one of the most
powerful and wealthy men in California. He accumulated a large
estate from the former holdings of Chipman and Aughinbaugh
called “Fernside.” it extended north of Central Avenue between
Versailles and High Street. in 1864, he opened the San Francisco
and Alameda Railroad between Fruitvale (in Oakland) and
Alameda Point (at the foot of Pacific Avenue in the west end).
Regular ferry service was offered to and from San Francisco.
The following year, this broadgauge line was extended to

6

Hayward and incorporated into the Qakland broadgauge system.

For the first time, Alameda was traversed by a rail line, and
provided with regular dependable ferry service. It became
possible to live in Alameda and work. in San Francisco. The.
connection between San Francisco and Alameda via rail and:
ferry boat was to last 75 years, and was a special part of
Alameda’s identity. ’ _

Alameda Station, located in the gore on the east side of Park Street at Lincoin
Avenue. Constructed in 1895 and now demolished, the station served the
Southern Pacific's “Broadgauge” line for almost 60 years. (Bancroft Library)

With the opening of the railroad, the center of mo:s? shifted to
the area bordering the new station on Park Street. The Alameda
Station Tract (1868) and the Jenks & Mead Tract (1869) opened

.up land for development in the vicinity of Alameda Station. The

Alameda Park Tract (1867) was an elegantly planned subdivision
east of Park Street and south of Central Avenue, containing
Alameda’s first improved park (today’s Jackson Park).

Along the length of the line (present-day Tilden Way and Lincoln
Avenue), buildings were constructed. Woodstock .was surveyed
and platted in 1868, extending west from Third Street, centering
around the terminus of the railroad. Its. proximity to the rail
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established industry along the Estuary and at Old Alameda Point
(near present Bay Farm lIsland Bridge).

Important buildings--churches, schools, business blocks--were
erected. Houses by the hundreds were built, with peak
production in the late 1880’s and early 1890’s. Park Street
remained the center of a governmental and commercial activity.
Alameda City Hall, a $50,000 building constructed in 1895,
remains a symbol of the era.

Alameda tree trimming crew, photographed on October 20, 1925, (Alameda
Architectural and Historical Survey)

Early Twentieth Century

The completion of the Tidal Canal in 1902 made Alameda an
island. A number of industries located on the Estuary, including
the Alaska Packers in 1904. The three-day Water Carnival,. staged
on September 15-17 of that year, was an event to match the
times. Alameda, the Island City, had arrived.

The big earthquake of 1906 resulted in thousands of San
Franciscans moving to Alameda. In the years following the
catastrophe, construction of new housing reached boom
proportions. By 1917, bungalows lined the streets of Alameda.
Most of the schools were demolished and rebuilt to meet new
demands. The population grew to 23,383 by 1910.

The utility and transportation systems were continuously
improved. For a number of years, extending back to the
installation of the Electric plant in 1886, Alameda had the
reputation as one of the best-lit cities in California. This was
reinforced when the City installed 4,000 new electric lamp-posts,
consisting of globes on 7-foot poles on concrete bases) between
1908 and 1911. Southern Pacific electrified its interurban rail
system at the same time.

World War | affected Alameda significantly. Several major
shipbuilding firms located along the Estuary. The magnificent
brick building east of Webster Street, built in 1917 and used by
the Bethlehem Shipbuilding Corporation, is the most spectacular
remnant from this era. Neptune Beach opened in 1917, and for
twenty years was the “Coney Island of the West.” Passenger
travel on the Southern Pacific’s ferries peaked in 1919: people

:o_jmm:_u_‘m:ommoom:aﬁ:_mmmmﬁmmv\:ooxmaéo%mz_m:,_mam
beach resorts. . _

The Twenties

The 1920’s saw Alameda fully develop as a mature and
progressive community. Beginning in 1925, A.A. Cohen’s
Fernside estate, vacant since 1897, was -developed as a model
subdivision with curving streets, underground wires and up-to-
date houses. The new 110-bed Alameda Hospital opened in 1925.
The new Alameda High Schoo! buildings on Central Avenue,
among the finest in the state, were dedicated in 1926. When the
Hotel Alameda opened in 1927, it was the result of a-community-
wide organizational effort. The Municipal Golf Course, opened
the same year, provided Alameda with a new sport that was
prestigiously up-to-date. (The two events combined to create the
image of a socially sophisticated community. An architect’s
rendering of the period shows a stylishly dressed young woman
standing in front of the hotel carrying a bag of golf clubs). The
opening of the handsome Bureau of Electricity in 1928 (as well
as the City Health Center in 1923 and three new fire stations
between 1926 and 1929) showed the community that City Hall
could keep pace. The George A. Posey Tube, dedicated on
October 27, 1928, was the longest vehicular tunnel in the world,
and received national attention. Alameda Municipal Airport
opened in 1928, and San Francisco Bay Airdrome in 1930,
among the earliest airports in the United States. By the time the
Alameda Theatre opened in 1931, this truly astonishing burst of
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proposition to finance reclamation of 335 acres of tidelands off
south shore. In 1957, the Utah Mining and Construction
Company finished the bay fill project. This project irreversibly
altered the character of Alameda’s historic shoreline. In 1964, 449
buildings were constructed. In 1966, the same company (now
called Utah International, Inc.), commenced bay fill west of Bay
Farm Island. By 1969, 942 acres of fill land had been created:

In the late 1960’s and early 1970’s, condominium construction
revealed a renewed interest in Alameda’s shoreline. Ballena Bay,
the South Shore Beach and Tennis Club, and the Willows were
among the most noteworthy condominiums built. The
development of Mariner Square in the '70's continued this trend.
The turn towards condominiums and cluster housing (a concept
being utilized in the Harbor Bay Isle development) in the 1970’s

is a revelation of another trend - Alameda has nearly run out of
buildable land.

New Trends

Another massive project has begun as the 1980’s open. The 206-
acre Alameda Marina Village, on the old Del Monte property east
of Webster Street, will combine residential, commercial and
-recreational uses. A significant aspect of its planning is the
adaptive re-use of the old Union Iron Works Turbine Machine
Shop (Bethiehem) Building.

The recycling of old buildings for new uses has become: a
significant developmental force in Alameda. The formation of the
Alameda Victorian Preservation Society in 1972, the passage of
Measure A in 1973, and the establishment of the Historical
Advisory Commission in 1974, prepared the way for the
preservation of older buildings. Over 200 houses have been, or
are in the process of being restored by AVPS members alone.
Measure A diminished the economic incentive to demolish many
older buildings. The Historical Advisory Commission has initiated
landmark proceedings for eleven buildings in Alameda, two of
which are now on the National Register. One of these, Historic
Alameda High School, has been adapted to a variety of new
uses. Local businessmen have begun to recycle buildings.
Alameda Federal Savings has its new offices in an old cinema;
the Alameda Theatre is successfully operating as a roller skating
rink; the old Post Office houses law offices and the Municipal
Court; and the old Masonic Temple will become professional

10

offices. As Alameda takes stock of its historic and architectural
resources, the opportunities for the future seem limitiess.
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Henry H. Meyers moved to Alameda in 1894, and built his own
residence at 2021 Alameda Avenue in 1897. Meyers was an.
important regional architect, who left a strong imprint on his
home city. In addition to his own house, he did several others,
including the Ray House (1900) at 1244 St. Charles Street, and
the Loop House (1908) at the foot of Caroline Street. Important
Alameda works by Meyers include the First Congregational
Church (1903) at Chestnut Avenue and Santa Ciara Avenue, the
Twin Towers Methodist Church (1909) at Central Avenue and
Oak Street, and a business block (1910) at 1402- 1410 Park
Street. During the '20's and ’30’s, Henry H. Meyers was principal
architect for Alameda County. In this capacity he was
responsible for the designs of the Posey Tube Buildings (1928)
and the Veterans Building (1929) at Central Avenue and Walnut
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Carl Werner, more than any other local architect, changed the
face of 20th-century Alameda. He was very nearly the “official”
city architect in the 1920’s. Like Meyers, he was a successful
regional architect with his offices in San Francisco and home in
Alameda. He was a professionally trained architect who studied
at M.L.T. Werner moved to Alameda in 1909, the year he built the
superb house for himself in the English Aris-and-Crafts mode, at
1303 Bay Street. The following year his firm (O'Brien & Werner)
designed the Lum House at 1200 San Antonio Avenue. Werner's
impact on Alameda was primarily in his civic buildings. The First
Church of Christ, Scientist (1921) is a neo-classical gem that
became a cameo study for the Alameda High School of 1926.
The buildings reinforce each other along Central Avenue to
create a strong urban design. The City Health Center (1923) at
2226 Santa Clara Avenue; the three fire stations at 3014 Jackson
Street (1926), 635 Pacific Avenue (1927) and 1703 Grand Street
(1929); and the Bureau of Electricity Building (1928) at 2440
Santa Clara Avenue, all employ the stucco-and-tile imagery that
was so popular in the 1920’s. One of his last commissions in
Alameda was the West End Branch Library (1935) at 8th and
Santa Clara Avenue, a restrained design of repose and order.’

Andrew Hass graduated from the School of Architecture at U.C.
Berkeley around 1920. He moved to Alameda with his architect
wife Myrtle in the '20’s after designing a house for himself at
1711 Palmera Court. He established an office in San Francisco,
where he carried on an active practice. For Alameda, Hass
produced a number of residential commissions in the '20’s and
'30’s, including several on Palmera Court and the superbly
romantic Barry House at 1600 Dayton Avenue. The house of Mr.
and Mrs. R.H. Swayne at 717 Paru Street was completely
remodeled from a shingled Queen Anne into a stucco-and-tile
Spanish Colonial Revival stage-set. Hass’s firm (Kent & Hass)
produced a number of important buildings in Alameda beginning
in the 1930’s, including the masterful W.P.A.-funded Electric
Substation of 1936 at Grand Street and Eagle Avenue. Kent &
Hass designed a series of schools, beginning with the
streamlined- Mastick (1930), as well as Edison (1942), Longfellow
(1942), Franklin (1951), Woodstock (1951) and Otis (1951).

Paul Anderson was a residential architect, also educated at
Berkeley, who did designs for local builders, beginning in
Fernside in the 1920's and continuing through South Shore in
the 1960’s. Most of the houses built by Walter Anderson, Royal
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Charles Shaner started as a builder in the mid-'80's, and was
advertising himself exclusively as an architect by the 1890’s. He,
too, catered to wealthier Alamedans, and many of his surviving
houses share the same streets with those of Pattiani. His own
residence and studio, at 1412 Broadway (1889), is representative
of his Queen Anne work. A second-story round turret with -
witch’s cap projects from a front corner of the house. An early
significant work is the m_m@:‘_ma House :mmmv at 2044 Alameda
Avenue, in the Stick Style.

The building boom of 1889-1893 brought two building and
design firms into existence which were instrumental in the
formation of Victorian Alameda. Joseph A. Leonard built his first
houses here in 1887. By 1890 he was well established. In fact, he
took out huge quarter page ads on the front pages of the Argus
of the period. Leonard was first and foremost a businessman and
developer; he concentrated his activities in an area bounded by
Grand Street, Alameda Avenue, Willow Street, and the old
bayshore. Leonard’s firm typically produced two-story houses
with elaborate spindlework on the porches and two-story round
towers with witch’'s-cap roofs. Clinton, San Jose and San
Antonio Avenues between Chestnut and Union Streets are lined
with representative Leonard houses. This section of town came
to be called “Leonardsville” in the 1890’s. Particularly impressive
rows are at 812-834 San Antonio Avenue (1892) and 891-893-895
Union Street. 891-Union was Leonard’s own house, build in 1895
for a stupendous $20,000.

The other firm that rode out the boom of the Nineties was
Marcuse & Remmel. More than any other single builder/designer
in Victorian Alameda, this partnership transformed the
appearance of whole districts, and left us a precious legacy.
Their clients were the middle-class workers and professionals.
Their houses were almost exclusively high-basement cottages.
They built over 500 houses in the San Francisco Bay Area
between 1890 and 1898, 400 in Alameda alone. Their base of
operation was Bay Station on Lincoln Avenue, and their area of
greatest concentration extended from <<mcm$q to Chestnut Street,
north of Central Avenue.

The Alameda Argus of December 12, 1891, referred to Marcuse
& Remmel as builders who “build on the easy installment plan
for all classes of people, from the poorest to the wealthiest . . . ”
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They were the great democratic housebuilders of -Victorian
Alameda.

Their high-basement cottages remain on the 1600 biock of
Sherman Street, 1200 and 1300 blocks of Pacific Avenue, 1100
block of Taylor Avenue and 1400 block of Caroline Street. Much
of Mozart and Verdi Streets were developed by them. The two-
story house at the southwest corner of 4th and Santa Clara
Avenue (1893) is one of their masterpieces.

Joseph Leonard and Marcuse & Remmel were the Queen Anne
builders of Alameda par excellence. They rode the wave of
development until it crested around 1895; and they sank as it
receded. Both firms folded in the summer of 1898.
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Marcuse & Remmel cottages (1894) - 1600 block Sherman Street

After the earthquake of 1906, thousands of San Franciscans
moved to Alameda. A whole generation of builders was kept
busy. C.C. Adams was a local realtor and builder who
engineered the Mastick Park Subdivision of 1907 and Waterside
Terrace of 1912. Builders like Mark Cole and Ken Kopf worked:
for Adams, producing small shingled cottages in the Craftsman
Style, and later stucco bungalows. Robert C. Hillen was an
Oakland developer who built over 100 houses here, including the
3200 block of Liberty Avenue (1911-12).

The Strang Brothers, who also did their first houses around .the
time of the earthquake, produced many houses in Alameda. They
became one of the foremost builders of California Bungalows
here. The Bay Park development, including Burbank m:.moﬁ was
primarily their project.

The most important bungalow builder in Alameda’s history was
George Noble. He produced nearly 600 houses here between
1909 and 1925. Excellent examples of his imaginative approach
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Alameda Architects and Builders

Architects
William Patton

(o)
()]

- g—

1860
1865
1870
1875
1880
1890 -
1895

- 1900
1905
1910

George Alexander Wright
Bert Remmel

1925
1930

1935
1940
1945
1950
1955
1960
1965
1970
1975
1980

Henry H. Meyers

Carl Werner

H.A. Minton

Andrew Hass

Paul Anderson

Builders & Designers
Dennis Straub

George Benseman

e —

Charles H. Foster

J.W. Bones

Peter Christensen

Dennis Brehaut

Alexander Johnson

A.R. Denke

A.W. Pattiani

Charles Shaner

James H. Young

John. Mitchell

Joseph A. Leonard

Fred Bamman

Thomas |. Pyne

Brehaut & Diamond

Marcuse & Remmel

AW. Cornelius
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Architectural Styles
The Beginnings

The earliest buildings in Alameda were the dome-shaped tule
houses, temescals and granaries of the Ohlone Indians. The

main Ohlone village was situated in :.6 oak groves west of the
present-day Lincoln Park.

The tule houses were small and simple. They were constructed
by fastening bundles of tule rush onto a framework of bent
willow poles, and varied in size from six to about twenty feet in
diameter. The larger dwellings held one or sometimes two
families - as many as twelve or more people. The temescal, or
sweat-house, was of similar construction, but about twice the
size of the largest houses and dug into the earth. It had a tiny
door that one entered on all fours. Its walls were plastered
thickly with mud. A fire was lighted inside; smoke exited from a
hole on top. Scattered around the houses of the village were
smaller structures that looked like huge baskets on stilts. These
were the granaries in which the year's supply of acorns were
stored. The Ohlone structures had disappeared by the time the
first American settlers arrived.

It is not known when the last Ohlone Indian inhabited Alameda.
Were they exterminated in some early massacre, as the crushed
skulls and severed heads in the burial mound suggest? Were
they led away to mission compounds in the 1780’s and '90's? Or
did some stay on, hiding and foraging in the thick oak forests of

the isolated peninsula? These are questions which may never be
answered.

Spanish-Mexican Era

The Spanish-Mexican culture left no known architectural remains
in Alameda—no adobe houses, no haciendas; pueblos,
embarcaderos, presidios or missions. The cattle of Rancho San
Antonio grazed among the trees of the peninsula, and herdsmen
watched over them possibly setting up temporary camps. Their
headguarters, however, was the adobe house of Antonio Maria

Peralta, built in the 1820’s, located in East Oakland near 34th
Avenue. .

20

Pioneer Buildings

The first houses of the American settlers were simple
straightforward structures whose purpose it was to provide
shelter. They date from the early difficult years of seitlement
prior to the reincorporation of 1872. These are the most difficult
to document since there are no City records (and little else)
from this Um:oa Some of these houses tend to be “styleless”.
They are “vernacular” buildings--built by their owners or by local
carpenters without the assistance of architects. Good examples
are the Samuel Orr House at 305 Spruce Street, dating from
approximately 1870, and the Rich House, 1620 Fourth Street,
probably built at the time of the establishment of the San
Francisco and Alameda Railroad in 1864.

Double-hung — Gable Roof
Windows
" ~— — Shed Roof
Horizontal = [ , Porch
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, Square
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—& b ? Um.dv-\rlp\
1223 Post
Pioneer

The more expensive houses of this pioneer era possessed
structural and decorative qualities which added up to create
“style.” Chipman and Aughinbaugh first lived in a prefabricated
house shipped around the Horn. Prefabricated houses were
constructed in factories (many in New England), and shipped in
parts to the building sites where they were reassembled. As early
as 1851, mills in the Bay Area were turning out prefabricated
houses as a standard operation, and local carpenters were
copying the imported style.

-
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1870’s. Four hundred houses were built between 1876 and 1879
alone. Approximately 300 remain in Alameda. Superb examples
are the Anthony House (1876) at 1630 Central Avenue, and the
houses at 900 Grand Street and 1630:Ninth Street. Cottage
varieties abound, such as those at 1814 Pacific Avenue and 2254
Santa Clara Avenue. These probably date from the mid-to late-~
1870’s. The house at 2002 Pacific Avenue with its pilain flat front,
spare trim and square porch posts, is an earlier version, as is the
two-story house at 2527 Eagle Avenue. A.A. Cohen’s 70-room
mansion, “Fernside”’, constructed in 1873, was an Halianate villa
with square tower. It burned to the ground in 1897.
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Italianate

Transition/Second Empire

Alameda’s growth continued unabated into the 1880’s. The
ltalianate was an outmoded style in Alameda by 1882-83. The
. false fronts and hipped roofs of the '70's had given way after a

brief experimentation with the mansard roof to the gabled forms
of the '80’s. Pieces of the ltalianate, such as the 5-sided bay,
held on, but the overall concept and spirit had passed. The row
of houses at 2104, 2106 and 2110 Alameda Avenue (c.1882) are
good examples of this transitional type with their vertical gabled
masses and one-story ltalianate bays tacked on the front.

22

Croll's (originally the Britt Hotel, 1879) at Webster Street and
Central Avenue, is an excellent example of the late transitional
phase of the ltalianate. The walls and window treatment are
typical of the 1870's, but the roof is a mansard. The Schnabel
House (1880), 2233 Santa Clara Avenue, is a Second Empire
residence; only the curved corners of the windows have any link
with the ltalianate past. The most elaborate Second Empire
house built-in Alameda was the 1880 residence of Captain R.R.
Thompson. It cost $35,000 to build, and burned in 1884, leaving

behind only the grounds and exquisite iron *m:om that were to
become Lincoln Park
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The Stick Style

Second Empire imagery never really took hold here. The
mainstream of architectural expression in Alameda flowed toward
a new style which achieved full maturity by 1885. The exterior of
these buildings often closely reflected the interior structural
system. The spirit of the Stick Style was at its best a crisp,
almost delicate expression of structural parts: square bays
supported by angled square posts, windows covered by thin
shed roofs, eave brackets extending from the top of vertical
pseudo-structural boards, as if the structural system were
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The Queen Anne

_,:._.m style that came into prominence in Alameda in the late
1880’s, and lasted through the mid 1890's, was called the “Queen
Anne.” lt represented a loosening of the imagery of the Stick
Style. The Alameda Argus of December 18, 1889, o_._m_‘moﬂmnnoa
the new trends in house design:
In nothing has Alameda progressed as much during the
year as in the character of its architecture. The old stiff
angles, peaks, sharp corners and general angularity have
given way to more handsome styles, to curves and more
graceful forms...

The new freedom of forms was in part due to the growing
versatility of planing mills. (A local firm, the Enterprise Pianing
Mill, located at Encinal Avenue and Walnut Street, supplied
milled wood for four-fifths of the houses constructed in Alameda
in 1889). What began in the 1870’s, with the appearance of the

24

first mill-worked ltalianate houses, reached its culmination in the
1890's with the Queen Anne. It was the ultimate architectural
exprssion of Victorian technology and inventiveness and came at
a time when Alameda was_ undergoing booming growth. An
astonishing 1200 houses were built between 1889 and 1893

alone. Nearly 2,000 Queen Annes were built in Alameda; around
1,000 have survived.

The form of these houses was highly irregular, with special
emphasis given to a picturesque silhouette of the roof line.
Verticality was still emphasized; roofs combined hipped and
gabled forms. Corner towers, round or hexagonal with rounded
or pointed roofs (called “witch’s caps”), were common. Surfaces
were clad in shingles of different shapes, and horizontal wood
siding. Wood panels in the gables and walls depicted vines,
flowers and abstract designs. Milled wood formed fancy trim for
windows and doors. Stained glass was also popular. Porches
sometimes wrapped around the front and side of houses with
elaborately lathed posts and spindlework. The cottage variety of
the Queen Anne was usually less elaborate, though in Alameda
there are superb examples of richly decorated ones. -
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the new standardization; 2156, with its picturesque massing and
ornateness, was a holdover in form and spirit from the Queen
Anne past.

Diamond-paned __ Front dormer
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. 1717 Willow
Colonial Revival Cottage or Bungalow

Transitional m\m

In fact, this Queen Anne past was not dead. 1900 marked the re-
emergence of picturesquely massed buildings with non-classical
imagery. The Dana House (1900) on the northeast corner of Paru
Street and Central Avenue, looked like a Queen Anne, with
gabled roof and domed tower; it was clad in natural shingle, and
. its imagery was historical and exotic - the copper dome, terra
-cotta griffins and art glass were meant to convey the idea of a
Venetian ducal palace. The Pond House (1900), built on the gore
between Alameda and Central Avenues, and now demolished,
was one of the celebrated houses of Alameda; it appeared
invariably in articles and brochures written in the years prior to
World War |. A shingled house with steep gabled roofs and
turret, it was half- timbered on the upper story. The Pond House
probably ushered in the revival of Tudor imagery in Alameda
that has continued, through thick and thin, to the present. The
Jordan House of 1901, on the northeast corner of San Antonio
Avenue and Grand Street, was another early Tudor Revival which
caught the public fancy. One result was the remodeling of

26

806 Grand
Transitional

houses to look Elizabethan. The large stick style house across
Grand Street from the Jordan House was transformed. The Dana
House was stripped of its dome and plastered with half-
timbering. The Tudor Revival remained a popular style in
Alameda throughout the Teens and Twenties.
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porch and trellis, on a high embankment overlooking the bay, is
a Craftsman period piece. The house built by James Hjul in
1908, at 701 Grand Street on the old bayshore, is beautifully set
in its landscaped lot. A picturesque massing of clinker brick and
redwood, with a complex silhouette of shallow-sloped gable and
shed roofs, the house seems to grow out of the earth. It is a
masterpiece of the style.

The Craftsman style flourished with the hundreds of small
cottages built in Alameda in the years after the San Francisco
earthquake. Thousands of refugees from San Francisco sought
peace and safety in the East Bay, many settling in Alameda. The
Mastick Park Subdivision (1907), created from a portion of the
old Mastick Estate north of Pacific Avenue between 8th and
Wood Street, was part of this boom.. It is full of representative
cottages from the era. With'its fieldstone and massive timbers,
802 Buena Vista Avenue is a particularly fine example. Another
typical street of the period was Liberty Avenue, developed by
Oaklander Robert C. Hillen in 1911 and 1912. It is lired with
one-story gabled houses, clad either in shingle or clapboard,
with clinker-brick and field-stone chimneys, and prominent
porches. A charming aspect of the houses on Liberty Avenue are
the art glass windows (depicting landscapes, sailboats, water
lillies, etc.) located beside the chimneys.

Gable roof i
Decorative planter o \“\\.\M«Mm\v\o:o»
Projecting .
beam ends Wﬁwm Mwﬁma
Decoratively , o
notched barge . —; ) mxb\ommM
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Small paneled door Front porch
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" Craftsman Cottage or Bungalow -
28

The California Bungalow

By 1913, major changes occurred in.the design of Craftsman
cottages in Alameda. Stucco largely replaced wood and shingle
as the surface material. The porch grew until it covered the front
of the house, and porch piers swelied to elephantine proportions.
A typical cottage of 1913 or 1914 would have an open porch
along its front, framed by massive square piers, and covered by
an over-hanging gabled roof of moderate pitch. It would be one
story in height, with stucco exterior walls. This standardized
Craftsman cottage came to be called the California Bungalow. It
was a forerunner of the tract house of post-war America.

The California Bungalow had a number of stylistic wrappings.
Popular ones included the “Japanesque,” with upturned eaves
and rafter ends, and the “Prairie,” with horizontal look and flat
roof (in imitation of Frank Lloyd Wright's midwest Prairie
Houses). A vaguely “pueblo” imagery enjoyed a vogue in the war
years 1917-1920: stucco flat-roofed boxes were crowned with
peaked and zig-zag parapets. These bungalows also seemed to
mirror the industrial architecture of the time, such as the Del
Monte warehouse on Buena Vista Avenue, and the magnificent
Union lron Works Turbine Machine Shop (1917), near the Tube.
Excellent examples of bungalows can be found on Burbank
Street (1913-25), Noble Avenue (1915-18), and- Sterling Avenue
(1916-18). Marion Court (1920) serves as a showcase of the
diverse images of :_m California wc:@m_oi as buiit in Alameda
during the teens.
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2527 Noble Ave.
California Bungalow
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1224 mB_:Q Street .

Moderne

Streamlined, Stripped-Down and Cheap

The period revival imagery of the Twenties continued to play
itself out during the Thirties. Increasingly, however, buildings
iooked. spare and functional. The rich use of materials and
decoration was progressively. curtailed, so that buildings seemed
“stripped down”. Houses tended to have low-pitched hipped or
flat roofs on top of plain boxy forms. Surfaces became
unadorned expanses of stucco. Windows often had metal sash,
and began appearing at ooSm_‘m <<_:,_ crankout ommm_ﬂmﬂ panels.

O:m reason for this new mcmﬁmzs\ was economic. Few ooc_a
afford the sort of house buiit in the Twenties. Another reason
was a new social philosophy which preached the power of the
machine to solve society’'s problems. Science and technology
would lead us out of the Depression, and prevent another one
from everhappening. This was the ethos of the Moderne.
Modernity meant a streamlined trip into a future that worked,
without breadiines or strikes. In architecture this was translated
into industrial materials, gleaming metal, flush surfaces, and
curved forms. Buildings were streamlined, designed to look like
machines that could move at high speed. Ships were a favorite
source of details, such as decks, and nautical railing. The house
at 3101 Gibbons Drive (1935) and the triplex at 1224 Grand
Street (1936) are both excellent examples of the streamline
Moderne style with nautical motifs. The celebrated “concrete
house” at 2630 Otis Drive (1937) with its careful massing of
o:mma__:ma cubic forms, is a superb mxmBn_m .The roof fins are
reminiscent of an m_qu_m:m

30

The federal government was the biggest developer in Alameda
during the Thirties and Forties. The Works Progress
Administration financed the construction of the Electrical
Substation at Grand Street and Eagle Avenue (1936), a massive
stripped-down building of great power. The Naval Air Station
was commissioned in 1940, with its most.important buildings
streamlined. The U.S. Maritime Training Cepter (1942), built on
the grounds of old Neptune Beach, is a clean functionalist
grouping of buildings; the Boat Building (1942), at the foot of
McKay Avenue, is a masterpiece of the nautical Streamlined
Moderne. The thousands of temporary housing units built for
wartime workers were cheap and basic; they represented the
ultimate expression of stripped-down functionalism. Most were
demolished in the years after the war; the buildings at Makassar
Straits are among the last examples.-

The stripped-down functionalism of the Depression and War
continued into the Fifties and Sixties with the hundreds of
“shoebox” apartments built throughout Alameda. These could be
built because of the high-density zoning applied to Central and .
West Alameda in the 1940’s to meet the housing demands of the
war. years. The zoning remained after the war in anticipation of
increased population from the Southern Bay Crossing. It was
also a general zoning trend of the time, meant to improve the
economic climate of communities abandoned in the suburban
exodus of the 1850’s. Some of these apartment buildings, such
as the Cascade at 2044 Buena Vista Avenue (1961), were
designed to achieve a certain aesthetic effect. Most, however,
were simple boxes thrown up to receive the highest possible
economic return on a piece of property. Many such apartments’
line the streets of the central part of the isiand. In the late
Sixties and- Seventies, some apartments disguised themselves as
houses, as in the building at 2023 Central Avenue with gabled
ranch house stuck to the front. Others. made genuine efforts to
conform sensitively to the front. Others made genuine efforts to
conform sensitively to their sites; the Magnolia, at the corner of
Central ‘Avenue and Willow Street (1970), cut away part of its
corner to make room for a magnificent magnolia tree.

The last phase of post-war functionalism has been the

condominium construction of the late Sixties and Seventies.
Developments like the South Shore Beach and Tennis Club,
Ballena Bay and The Willows, have been designed in a clean,
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLES IN ALAMEDA L T - R N
SINCE 1850 : : . B
Pioneer (c. 1850 - c. 1870) -
Italianate (c.1870 - c.1880) )
Second Empire (c.1879 - ¢.1882)

Stick (c.1880 - c.1890) .
Queen Anne , . {c.1887 - ¢.1897)
Colonial Revival (c.1895 - present) o
Transitional (c.1895 - ¢.1910)

Tudor Revival (c.1900 - present) ‘:
Mission Revival (c.1904 - ¢.1925) ]
Craftsman (c.1904 - ¢.1920)

Prairie (c.1907 - ¢.1925) -
California Bungalow (c.1910 - ¢.1925)

Period Revival
Spanish Colonial Revival (c.1920 - present)

French Provincial (c.1925 - present) -

‘Hansel & Gretel (c.1925 - 1940) !
Streamline Moderne (c.1930 - ¢.1945) o
Functionalist (¢.1935 - present)

Tract House/Ranch Style {c.1935 - present)
Townhouse/Condominiums  (c.1965 - present)

_
“
h
' .
_N Walter ‘H. Anderson
: Nwm&&mﬂ_o\ Exclusive Homes ”
_ :
_‘
:

1014 DORIS COURT  ALAMEDA. CALIF. ;

The romance and fantasy of the 1920's is captured on the cover of this 1929 "
promotional brochure of Alameda builder Walter H. Anderson. (collection of _ — S — _ — IR i
Woody Minor) . . . .
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"ALAMEDA THEATER

2317 Central Avenue .
Alameda Historical Monument 1975

Alameda Theater was acclaimed to be the “finest theater of its
size in Northern California and equal to others in the Bay
metropolitan district” by the Alameda Times-Star in 1932. The
dignitaries present at the dedication ceremony included James
Rolph, Jr., the Governor of California, <<:o gave the dedicatory
address.

This fabulous and well-publicized theater was designed by
Timothy Pflueger, a principal partner in the San Francisco firm
of Miller and Pflueger and built in 1931 by Mittry Brothers. The
architectural firm of Miller and Pflueger was responsible for the
design of many notable buildings in the Bay Area. Some
examples of their designed projects were the San Francisco
Stock Exchange, Top of the Mark, Paramount Theater in
Oakland and participation in the design of the Bay Bridge.

The grandeur and design quality of the Art Moderne styled
Alameda Theater is apparent to those passing by. This massive
building, with its molded and rounded forms, bas relief
decorations and concrete grille work of floral designs.demand
attention. The eye is dazzled by a profusion of design and detail
color. The glittering marquee, the multi-colored, geometric inside;
designs in a terrazzo sidewalk are a delight to see. Once inside,
one is aware -of interior architectural features, such as the
patterns with the metal railing of the Grand Staircase, the ceiling
light ornamentation, which presents overlapping plates of sand-
blasted ornaméntal glass and sculpted plaster.

- 36

Alameda Theater was designed to accommodate 2,250 people.
Until 1979, the Alameda Theater had the largest screen in the
Bay Area. Today the theater has been converted to a roller
skating rink, and all its significant architectural features have
been preserved through the efforts of the present owner.

HISTORIC ALAMEDA HIGH SCHOOL
2200 Central Avenue

Alameda Historical Monument 1976

National Register of Historic Places 1977

Like a monumental Greek temple, Alameda High School’s classic,
columned facade faces a block of Central Avenue renowned for

its powerful grouping of historic and <_m:m__<-oo:._o_m3m3m_‘<
buildings.

Elaborate dedication ceremonies for the neo-classical central
building and east wing on August 18, 1926, reflected the pride of
Alamedans in their new High School. “Alameda Credited With
Finest High School on the Pacific Coast,” reported the Alameda
Times-Star, among three and a half pages of pictures and
articles praising the new buildings.

Carl Werner, an architect who spent most of his working life in
Alameda, had designed the buildings. The west wing, built in
1958, was designed after his death by the firm of Warnecke and
Warnecke. Across Walnut Street, the First Church of Christ
Scientist, designed by Werner five years before the High School,

is a cameo image-of the large building and, forms a powerful
unit with the school.

The relationships of the exterior features of the campus buildings
create an easy visual flow from one building to the next. For
example, the eye follows the roof cornice of the two-story

central building to the cornice line, placed between the second
and third stories, of the recessed wing

The school’'s massive auditorium, located in the central building,
is of special note. The ceiling is covered ‘with intricate plaster
designs. Traces of blue and cream-colored paint, chosen to

‘match heavy velour curtains of blue and tan, are <_m_v_m. The

original bronze-decorated chandeliers remain.
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'ST. JOSEPH’S BASILICA

1109 Chestnut Street
Alameda Historical Monument 1977
National Register of Historic Places 1978

The old mission in Monterey, with flanking bell tower and
cloisters, was the design inspiration for St. Joseph's Basilica. St.
Joseph’s, built to serve a congregation established as a mission
in 1873, was completed in time for its first official Mass to be
celebrated on Christmas Day, 1921.

Originally referred to as St. Joseph’s Church, the building was
elevated to the rank of Basilica by Pope Paul VI in 1973, making
it one of the few Basilicas in Northern California. The ranking of
Basilica is conferred by the Pontiff only to those churches
outstanding in their devotional and religious spirit, and-noted for
their artistic and architectural beauty and historical significance.
Mission Monterey, St. Joseph’s style ancestor, also is a Basilica.

St. ,_,owm_u:,m architect, H. A. Minton, was one of a group of

architects sent by the Mayor of Boston to San Francisco to help
rebuild the city after the earthquake of 1906. Minton remained in
California to become a prominent Bay Area architect, and settled
in Alameda the same year St. Joseph’s Church was completed.

38

St. Joseph's bell tower, to the left of the entrance on Chestnut
Street, is capped by a dome of brilliant green and blue tiles.
Gold leaf-covered crucifixes are placed on top of the bell tower
and on the parapet over the main entrance. The_sparkling white
building is constructed of reinforced concrete with a concrete
plaster surface.

Stained glass clerestory windows, located in the bays over each

interior arch, were imported from Germany. Unique interior
mosaics were crafted in ltaly and sent in pieces to Alameda,
where they were assembled and placed into the walls of the
church.

Adjoining buildings reflect the design of St. Joseph’s, creating a
well-integrated complex of mission revival style buildings
surrounding the Basilica.
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Extending down both sides of the interior of First Presbyterian
Church are outer aisles, separated from the pews by rows of
arches supported by fifteen-foot piilars. These arches frame the
stained glass windows, ten of which depict scenes in the life of
Christ, and four, general designs. Numerous smaller windows in
stained glass are located throughout the building. )

The interior is in a fine state of Q.mmmém:o? little o:m:oo.n_ from
Meyer’s original concept; except for the removal of some gas
fixtures and the replacement of the first organ.

/7 EIRST CHURCH OF

" CHRIST SCIENTIST

2164 Central Avenue |
Alameda Historical Monument 1978

The First Church of Christ, Scientist, was formed in 1898 and
was incorporated in 1903. The present site at 2164 Central
Avenue was purchased in 1907. Thirteen years later, the
architect, Carl Werner was hired and his plans were adopted by
the church congregation. First Church of Christ, Scientist )
building, which was completed in 1922, served as the progenitor
of the architectural design for Alameda High School. Werner was
“also granted the contract for the neighboring Alameda High
School building, finished in 1925.

Thé church is a one-story reinforced concrete construction of a
neo-classical design, having a rectangular plan. The main part of
the building, facing Central Avenue, appears as a Greek temple.
lts front facade is dominated by a shallow portico of six lonic
columns rising from a broad flight of stairs. Three large
rectangular doors are separated by two rectangular-shaped
windows set in the portico area. Concrete in the portico has
been scored to simulate stone block and has been superimposed
above a projecting band with a .marble panel embossed with the
cross-and-crown emblem of the church. A cornice with dentil
coursing runs around the front and sides and is surmounted by
a plain flat parapet. Incised into the front parapet are the words,
“FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST".

40

The First Church of Christ, Scientist building sits on an
important corner site and shares an intersection with the old
Alameda High School, the Adelphian Club ( women’s
organization), and the Veterans' Building. All these buildings
relate to each either by cohesive design concept or by similar
architectural scale of various building parts, roofing profile, and
exterior materials. Together the buildings reinforce each other to
create- an impression of a civic nucleus.
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mood in Alameda and America of prosperity, confidence, and
experimentation. ,

Cedar shingles, suggesting the nature-loving Craftsman style, -fan
out over Gothic windows and door. The dark brown-painted
shingles also curve around lines that suggest the Queen Anne
style, with tower forms and dissimilar elevations. Arizona red
sandstone runs in a rusticated band at ground level, roughly four

feet high, then frames the corner tower to a height of about ten
" feet. .

. , AR

42

The stained glass, in large windows and small, deserves special
mention. Dedicated to early Alamedans, the windows are

beautifully crafted of a glass known, when the building was
constructed, as “art glass.”

San Francisco architect D. Franklin Oliver ammmmzma the church,

and only a few. alterations to his original plans have taken place.

Cedar shingles on the roof have been replaced by asphalt
shingles, and in 1969, the chancel platform was remodelied in a
fashion in keeping with the sanctuary interior.

The sanctuary is a large vaulted room with rounded corners and
stained glass windows on the north and south walls. Globe
chandeliers of gilt metal and milk glass hang from the ceiling.

The interior space arrangement of the church is as intriguing as
the exterior. An elliptically-shaped education hall, now used for
general purposes, and an open courtyard are only two of the
surprises inside this imaginatively-designed building.

p—
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OLD MASONIC HALL
1329-31 Park Street .
Alameda Historical Monument 1979

A grand ceremony with procession accompanied the laying of

the cornerstone of the new Masonic Tempie in

June, 1890.

Joaquin Miller, “Poet of the Sierras,” gave a tribute to the

assembled Masons, which he called “A Song to the Masons of
. . . then honor

Alameda.” He ended with the stirring lines: “

these brothers, yes, yes, these brave world builders by the

sundown sea, for if ever this world shall be saved, | say, it will

44

be saved by love, and by men like these.” The Masons have
continued to play a vital role in Alameda’s community life.

The old Masonic Temple is situated on Park Street, in the
historic civic and business center of Alameda. The old Temple .
and many of the brick commercial buildings located in this area
reflect the downtown architecture of the turn of the century.
Since 1891, the Temple has stood at the southwest corner of
Park Street and Alameda Avenue. Along Alameda Avenue, its
north side is adjacent to the new lcdge, which was built in 1927
to eventually replace the original Temple.

The Temple is a massive, three-story brick masonry building.
The eclectic Victorian design of the building directs attention to
the following features: flat pilasters and piers;’ recessed,
elongated windows with segmented brick arched openings; a
projecting belt course; and an elaborate frieze and cornice.

The building is spatially divided on the Park Street elevation by
three brick engaged piers which rise above the roof. Other
architectural structures, such as a cross gable, and a mansard-
roofed tower, are roof features. The north elevation displays a
continued use of the pier system which creates seven bays. The
last bay contains a rough-chiselled stone semi-circular archway
which leads to the entry. The projecting tower is closely related
in form to the Queen Anne tower houses built in 1891. The old
Temple was recently purchased from the Masons. Plans include
the adaptive re-use of the building for professional offices.

SECOND EMPIRE RESIDENC
2233 Santa Clara Avenue A
Alameda Historical Monument

In 1880, an imposing mansion was built on Santa Clara Avenue
for August H. Schnabel, a German immigrant who had struck it
rich in mining. Today, the mansion, at 2233 Santa Clara, is being
restored by its present owner.

Schnabel's mansion, although it served for many years as a
multi-unit dwelling, has fared better than an identical building -

once on the adjacent lot. The second mansion long since has
been demolished.

Both mansions were designed in the “Second Empire” style,
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As it becomes available, 358:8_ data is. ﬂmooama on these
cards.

Photo Log * IMWIMI. 0

Address{ 1325 ST CHARLES ST
County 073 0393 033 (0

pate 1898 Cost W.v.U\\NOO
Original Owner Z}.EN TARDIF
Builder 2

Architect @N_Om.m.uﬂ. \K\B\/}?—Umﬂ WRISHT

Stylets) __Cotomund. CEVIVAL.

For Further Information See:

Alterations:  [lSurface  [@Structural L] National Register Form
BY'State Form

Tract_TEUSTOMIA PrRK _mﬂ:/ 3 City Form

{Turn over for comments and notes.) . [ Other 11-79

Evaluation Criteria

The criteria used in evaluation were designed to fit the needs
and particular circumstances of this project. They are based on a
combination of the criteria for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places, for inclusion in the State Historic Resources
Inventory, and for designation as an Alameda Historical
Monument. (See Appendix B for specific wording). These criteria
can be divided into the broad categories of architectural

significance, environmental significance, :_mﬁo:om_ significance,
and design integrity.

Architectural Significance has to do with the style of a
building, the reputation and ability of the architect, the
quality of the design, its uniqueness and its execution, and
the materials and methods of construction.

Historical Significance comes from an association with the
lives of persons or important events which have made a
“significant contribution to the community, state or nation, or
from association with an effective illustration of broad
patterns of cultural, social, political, economic, or industrial
history, or of the urban development of Alameda.

50

Environmental Significance has to do with the continuity or
character of a street or neighborhood with a building’s
setting on the block, its landscaping, and its visual
prominence as a landmark or symbol of the city,
neighbothood, or street,

Design Integrity has to do with alterations which: have been

made over time to the original materials and design features
of the building.

Evaluation Procedure

The evaluators viewed each of the 10,500 buildings and sites,
and decided whether it was significant enough to be considered
for preservation. If so, the address or description is included in
the list of Architectural and Historical Resources. In addition, the
evaluators made a judgement of the quality of each building, and
of whether it shouid be considered for preservation individually

or as a part of a grouping or neighborhood. The following codes
are cmma to indicate these judgements:

N - An individual building, structure, site or object of the highest
quality, eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places, usually because of its architectural significance. These
are of the highest priority for inclusion on the list of Alameda
Historical Monuments.

$ - An individual building, structure, site or object, distinguished
by its architectural, historical, or environmental significance,
eligible for inclusion in the State Historic Resources Inventory,
and of secondary priority for inclusion on the list of Alameda
Historical Monuments. Many of these are also eligible for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places. Others <<oc_a be
eligible if design integrity were restored.

B - A building which is distinguished by its scale, massing,
materials, style, and other features, and which serves as a

Background for more important neighboring buildings. This
would be included in a group or district nomination to the
National Register of Historic Places.

E - A building which, by.itself, might be insignificant, but which,
together with its neighbors, forms an Environment which is
distinguished by its continuity, its setting, its urban design
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In addition to its traditional role, the HAC can map the list of
architectural and historical resources and begin to identify and
define Heritage Areas. (See Chapter 6 for a discussion of
Heritage Areas). It can prepare brochures, walking tours (see, for
example, “A Walking Tour of Alameda's Historical Downtown &

Civic Center Districts”), and in-depth reports on these Heritage
Areas.

The HAC can review the State Historical Building Code, and if
acceptable, recommend its adoption to City Council. This will

allow flexibility in the restoration and rehabilitation of older
buildings.

The HAC can begin Phase Il of the Architectural and Historical
Survey. It can begin an active program of designating Historical
Monuments to recognize their architectural and historical value
to the community, and to afford them a degree of protection.

The HAC can investigate sources of funds (see Appendix ) for

preparing nominations to the National Register of Historic

_u_momm and for _:o_ca_:@ additional buildings and sites in the
State Historic Resources Inventory.

With citizen input, the HAC can begin the process of
determining if historic districts are desired by and acceptable to
Alameda residents and property owners. It can propose
reasonable regulations for the preservation of those architectural,
environmental and historical qualities which define the districts.

In seeking funds, in seeking personnel, and in seeking support
for carrying out its duties and responsibilities, the HAC can
coordinate and consult with local preservation organizations, and
when appropriate, encourage the formation of new ones.

The Recreation and Park Commission through the Recreation
and Park Department offers -a variety of classes and programs to
all age groups in Alameda. These can include architectural
walking tour classes, and Alameda history classes for school-age
children. They can conduct oral history programs with seniors
who wish to share their stories of early Alameda. Eventually, .
some of these senior citizens may share their stories and
momentos with the children. With sufficient community interest,
there is almost no limit to the number and Jﬁm of classes and
_u_‘om_‘mam which can be offered.
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The Library Board, through the Main and Branch libraries can
offer a variety of services to assist the property owner in
restoration and rehabilitation work. Special collections can be

devoted to preservation and local architecture and history (as in
the Alameda Collection).

The Public Works Department, :m<_:o responsibility for building
inspection and safety regulations, can use the Historic Building
Code if it is adopted by the City Council.

In maa_ﬁ_o: the Building Inspection Office can work closely with
the Historical Advisory Commission in’ processing applications

for demolitions of, or significant alterations to Alameda Historical
Monuments.

The School Board, through the many history and art classes
taught in our public schools, can encourage the teaching of
Alameda’s unique history and architecture. In Alameda’s many
fine school buiidings, maintenance and improvements can be
done in an-architecturally and environmentally sensitive manner.
In new construction, the School Board can demand quality of
design and construction which will be admired not only today,
but in years to come.

- The Planning Board, through the Planning Department, can

influence historic preservation with creative application of its
regulatory procedures (variances and use permits). The Planning

Department can become more actively involved in preservation in
a variety of ways.

It can obtain funds for preservation planning through
applications to the Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD), National Endowment for the Arts, National

Endowment for the Humanities, and other funding sources (See
Appendix ).

Through the Department, information about m”w"m and federal tax
incentives, including the Tax Reform Act of 1976, can be
disseminated to the public (See Appendix ).

The Department can designate an Historic Preservation Officer
whose function can be to coordinate all preservation activities of
the City. This office can expedite processing of environmental
impact statements, issuance of building permits, and approval of
design proposals.
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l.  The senior community in Alameda is one of our most
valuable links with our history. In order to preserve that
link, the City, through the Alameda Free Library, through
the Department of Parks and Recreation, and through the
new Senior Center, should continue the oral history
program (begun during the Bicentennial) to record for
future generations the knowledge, the history, and the
stories of our senior citizens. The program might be
coordinated with existing programs at the University of
California and at Stanford University. :

J.  The Alameda Bureau of Electricity is an interesting and
valuable municipal resource. The City should encourage the
writing of a history of the Bureau. This suggestion should
be made to graduate students at various universities in the
Bay Area in the hope that they might perform a valuable
public service while completing thesis projects.

K. When cable television comes to Alameda, the City should

require programming relating to local history and
architecture.

Il. PRESERVATION

TO PRESERVE ALAMEDA’S ARCHITECTURAL AND
HISTORICAL RESOURCES

The following policies and alternatives are recommended:-

A. The City should maintain and improve its own historic
buildings in an architecturally and environmentally sensitive
manner, one which respects and even celebrates historical
and traditional associations. In new construction, and in
public works, the City should demand quality of design and
construction which will be admired not only today, but in

" years to come.

1. Alameda City Hall. A high priority should be placed on
nominating this building to the National Register of Historic
Places. Maintenance work should be performed which
enhances the building’s architectural merits. Gity Hall shalil

" be remodeled as needed and restored where possible as a
symbol of Alameda’s heritage, and of the City’'s commitment
to preservation. Federal grants may be available for
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restoration work.

2. Alameda Free Library, Main and West End Branches. A
high priority should be placed in finding space, either in
new buildings or through the adaptive reuse of older

buildings, to relieve the crowded conditions in these historic
buildings.

3 The Bureau of Electricity’s Substation, at Grand and Eagle
Avenue should be maintained and preserved. The Bureau's
historic (pre-World War il) lamp standards located
throughout the City should also be maintained and
preserved. These have visual interest as objects, beyond
their use as illuminators.

The City should establish through action by the Historical

>a<_moq<003_3mmmmo_:,m:mﬂo.::mo*cqm_Zmﬁo:om_qmmoc_‘omm
list. .

The City should actively seek funds to continue the
Housing Rehabilitation Program.

The City should begin an active program of designating
Alameda Historical Monuments-to manifest their
architectural and historical value to the community, and to
afford them a degree of protection. The City should also
encourage owners of eligible properties to nominate them to
the National Register of Historic Places in order to qualify
for certain benefits (tax breaks and grants).

The City should establish a rehabilitation and restoration
priority list, drawn from the survey inventory, to target
buildings and groups of buildings whose high visibility make
a significant impact on surrounding areas.

The City should adopt reasonable regulations which serve
to protect Alameda’s heritage. These should include:

1. A demolition review policy whereby properties on a list of
architectural and historical resources are provided with an
evaluation period in which to find an alternative to
demolition. Alternatives could include moving the building,
public or private purchase of the building, or finding a new
use of the building. Should demolition occur, the evaluation
period would allow the salvaging of parts of the building,
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apprenticeship program.

The Alameda School Board should maintain and improve its
historic school buildings in an architecturally and
environmentally sensitive manner, one which respects and
celebrates historical and traditional associations. In new
construction, the School Board should demand quality of
design and construction which will be admired not only
today, but in years to come.

The City should do everything within its powers to attract
funding and grant monies which could be used to further
the goals and implement the policies of this chapter.
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1852

1853

1854

70

In December, Chipman and Aughinbaugh set up a prefabricated 1855
house in the vicinity of Post and Adams w:mwa They began to
plant first fruit orchards.

East of High Street, first lots subdivided and sold by Chipman and
Aughinbaugh to such early settlers as Dr. W.P. Gibbons, Dr.
Henry Haile, the Rev. A.H. Myers, and the Rev. William Taylor.

Free excursions to the Encinal offered by Chipman for prospective

buyers of land, and in some cases a free Iot given for each one

purchased. In Spring of that year “Alameda” (Spanish for “avenue

of poplar trees”) was decided upon as the name for the c.1855
settlement. The “Town of Alameda” was surveyed and laid out in

blocks by Chipman (east of Versailles, south of Central). 1859
County of Alameda was created by the legislature. “Town of

Alameda” was designated a township under county jurisdiction.
Methodist Church organized in Alameda on Sept. 11th. 1860

Charles Minturn constructed 3000 foot-tong wharf in a

northeasterly direction from end of Grand Street into the Estuary.

Regular ferry service between Alameda and San Francisco on

Minturn's steamers Clinton and Contra Costa. - 1863

Steamship Ranger, owned by Chipman and Aughinbaugh, called 1864
daily at Alameda Pgint (near present Bay Farm Island Bridge)

between August 22, 1853 and January 8, 1854, when it blew up

with the loss of two lives and $10,000.

Chipman and Aughinbaugh constructed a raised plank road (High
Street) across end of peninsula to Alameda Point. A bridge was
built across to Bay Farm Island, and a shell road towards San
Leandro; but bridge dismantled-and road abandoned when County
did not cooperate.

The Town of Alameda was incorporated by special act of the
Legislature; however, it was not ratified by local election, m:a
reverted back to township government.

The “Town of Encinal” and “Lands Adjacent to the Town of

Encinal,” extending from the vicinity of Paru Street east to Park

Street, north of Lincoln, were mcﬂ,<m<ma and laid out in large

blocks by James Hibbard and Charles Minturn. Squatters 1864
encouraged to settle in town of Encinal, near the Encinal Wharf at

end of Grand Street.

First post office was established on Webster Street. A.S. Barber
was the first Postmaster. - 1865

Methodist Church Building, first in Alameda, erected on corner of 1866
Mound and Jackson.

The Om_.A Grove Institute, a private college, opened; located on

1866-1869
Encinal Avenue at Grove Street. ‘

First public school, on Court Street between Van Buren and
Jackson.

Materials from the dismantled Bay Farm Island Bridge used to
construct a wharf (called Peralta Wharf) 1500 feet long extending
from the south end of present-day 4th Street. Foliowing year the
steamer Ellen Craig refitted and renamed Peralta, provided regular
service to San Francisco from Peralta Wharf; plagued by irregular

schedule due to frequently exploding boiler. Peralta Wharf
abandoned soon after.

Central Avenue, first east-west road in Alameda, constructed by
cooperative effort of peninsula’s major land owners.

San Antonio Creek (the mmEmQ.v dredged by the federal
government to make two channels, each 200 feet wide and 5 feet
deep at low tide.

Population of Alameda Township: 490; population of Oakland:
1,543; population of San Francisco: 56,802.

Encinal School District formed.

Establishment of the broadgauge San m_‘m:o_mno and wa_m:a
mm___‘oma Oakland's first railroad.

mmﬁm_u__m:q:o:ﬁ of the San Francisco and Alameda Railroad (also
known as “Cohen’s Line” and the “broadgauge”) by Alfred A.
Cohen, E.B. Mastick, Charles Minturn, and John W. Dwinelle. Line
extended from the foot of Pacific Avenue on the West End to
Versailles Avenue; extended through East Oakland to San Leandro
and Hayward the following year, and incorporated into the
Oakland broadgauge system. Company shops and pier (known as
Cohen’s Wharf) built on Alameda Point, where ferry service was
offered to San Francisco. On August 25, the ferry Sophie McLane
first met the new commuter railroad.

With opening of the new railroad, Park Street became center of

.activity in Alameda. Lands bordering Park Street to the east and

west subdivided soon.after: Resubdivision Lands Adjacent to Town
of Encinal (1867); Alameda Park (1867); Alameda Station
Homestead (1868); and Jensk and Mead (1869).

Bird Brothers established a hotel in Woodstock, (as the
community that formed around Cohen’s Wharf carne to be cailed),
primarily for hunters of waterfowl that filled the neighboring
marshlands.

Presbyterian Church organized on November 5.

Addition of steamer Alameda to the San Francisco and Alameda
line.

Immigration of Chinese to. California to work on the Central
Pacific Railroad’s transcontinental track, with eventual mmn_mama
of some in Alameda.
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1882
1884

1884-c.1895

1884

1886.

1887

1388

1888-1891

7

2

Alameda Telephone Exchange opened on Park Street. 1878

* Alameda Pier and Ferry Terminal constructed by South Pacific Coast

Railroad. It extended westerly in from the Estuary along northern
fringe ‘of marsh, and included a wharf, 2.6 miles long with some
handsome buildings.

Alameda reincorporated by an o<m2§m_‘35@ vote of residents. A
new, more liberal charter reinstated power to the Trustees, and
opened the way for an era of widespread municipal improvements.
Official seal of the City approved and adopted.

Numerous civic improvements. Grading, curbing, and
macadamizing of most streets in Alameda; sidewalks laid; blocks
meastred and every house given an address; sewer system

‘constructed and litter collection began. By 1895, Alameda had

reputation as one of the cleanest cities in California, with one of
the best street systems.

>_m3mn_mm_moﬁoE@EOoBum:v\o_‘omaNmaU<Oo_c3_ucmwm:_mn. _m.s
and given franchise, but became inactive. ’

City contracted with Jenny Electric Company of Indianapolis to
construct Electric Generating Plant.

Electric Plant constructed by Jenny Company.

Piacement of thirteen 125-foot masts with arc-lit globes

throughout Alameda; first lit on the night of October 1st.

Widespread cutting of big trees, especially Eucalyptus, so lights

wouldn’t be obscured. 1879
N. Clark and Sons Pottery, largest in California, constructed at

Pacific and 4th, in Woodstock. Four-story brick building was

biggest in Alameda.

Deep sea vessels anchored along the Estuary. Small scale ship-
building along Estuary and in vicinity of Bay Farm Island Bridge

(where Wiliam Campbeli employed mm men in the construction of
mo:oo:mav

Southern Pacific (successor of Central Pacific) acquired South
Pacific Coast Railroad; improved pier to handle more traffic,
transforming it into Alameda Mole in 1894.

Board of Health established on March 1st. 1880

Sunset Telephone Company granted franchise by Trustees.

Electric street lighting system expanded; several dozen 60 foot
masts with globe lights erected around Alameda.

Extensive subdivision activity: Haight Tract in the West End, Fitch
and Stewart and Leonard Tracts in Central Alameda, and the
Johnson and Liberty & Garfield Tracts in the East End. 1881

Town reincorported by special act of the Legislature. New charter,
backed by A.A. Cohen, impeded civic improvements by lessening

powers of Town Trustees. Few municipal improvements over :mxﬁ
7 years.

Completion of James G. Fair and'Associates’ South Pacific Coast
Railroad (also known as the “narrow-gauge” and the “Bay and
Coast Railroad”) from Santa Cruz to Alameda Point. The line
crossed San.Leandro Bay on a trestle, entered Alameda on the
East End and traversed the peninsula on Encinal and Central
Avenues, to a new pier near the abandoned Cohen's Wharf, where
it met two new ferries, the Newark and Bay City. Thus ferry
service was reinstated in Alameda. The southern part of the
peninsula was opened for development. Lands bordering the
narrowgauge line were subdivided between 1876 and 1879,
including Charles Minturn’s Tract, destined to become part of the
“Gold Coast"”.

Upon completion of the mocﬁs Pacific Coast Railroad, first bathing
resorts opened on the bayshore between Webster, and 4th Street:
Long Branch Bathing Association (foot of Webster, site of future
of Neptune Gardens and Neptune Beach); Terrace Baths (opposite
6th St.); and Sunny Cove and Alameda Baths (between 4th and
5th Streets). Bathing became an Alameda tradition for the next 70
years. - :

Palace Brewery established on Central between 5th and 6th
Street.

Garden City added 8 the South _umn_:o Coast Railroad's ferry
line.

Britt Hotel (later known as Croll’s) built on the narrowgauge line
at foot of Webster.

Pacific Coast Qil Works (precursor of Standard Oil of California)
built refinery for converting crude petroleum into kerosene near
narrowgauge pier on Alameda Point. By early 1880's, pollution
from this plant destroyed oyster industry in Alameda.

Captain R.R. Thompson purchased water works and franchise
from B.R. Norton and built new works on High Street, near
present-day Thompson Avenue.

Population of Alameda: 5,708; population of Oakland: 34,555;

population of San Francisco: 233,959.

Water Works Building constructed on Park Street by Thompson,
who aiso built mansion for himself where Lincoin Park is now.
The house burned in 1884; elaborate iron fence is all that
remains.

South Pacific Coast Railroad built bridge across Estuary at
Webster Street.
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1905

1906

1906-1917

1906
1907-1917

1907-1911

1907~1912

1908

1909

Dow Pump Works and Hercules Gas Engine Works established on
the Estuary near Park Street. ’

- Electric streetcar line purchased by Francis “Borox” Smith and

incorporated into his Key Systemi.

The 1906 earthquake caused minor damage in Alameda. Clock-
tower of City Hall was damaged and top removed. However, many
San Franciscans stayed in houses and refugee camps in Alameda

following the catastrophe, and a large number moved here in the
years following.

Extensive subdivision and building activity. Mastick Park (1907),
east of Webster and north of Pacific; Bay Park (1910), Burbank
Street and surroundings; Waterside Terrace (1912), east of High
Street north of Thompson Avenue; Noble Tract (1915), Noble
Avenue and surroundings; and Sterling Tract (1916), Sterling
Avenue; and St. Margarets Ct. (1917).

Alameda Encinal ceased publication, several years after death of
founding editor, Krauth.

Refurbishing and rebuilding of many city schools to meet the
demands created by the increased population.

Bureau of Electricity installed new electrolier type lighting
throughout Alameda consisting of 7-foot metal poles with globes
and concrete bases. Alameda known as best lighted city in Bay
Area.

Southern Pacific. Railroad electricized its whole interurban system.
New track laid on Fernside Boulevard to connect the Lincoln
Avenue and Encinal Avenues lines in a loop around the east end
of Alameda. Introduction of the “Red Trains”. First day of service,
August 11, 1911.

“Sather Mound”, largest of Indian mounds in Alameda (450 feet
long, 50 feet wide, 10 feet high), removed from its site west of
Lincoln Park and used as paving material for streets on Bay Farm
Island.

Washington and Lincoln Parks established as municipal parks.

Adelphian Club building erected at northwest corner of Central
and Walnut.

Rhodes-Jamieson Company and Pacific Tank Company built
plants on the Estuary.

Twin-Towers Methodist Church erected at northwest corner of
Oak and Central.

Elks’ Lodge built on site west of City Hall.

To deal with the building boom, the City instituted formal
procedures of issuing building permits.

1910

1912

1914

1814-1919

1915

1917

1918
1919

1920

1920
1921

“1923

1924

Alameda Times Star first published.

Southern Pacific constructed systemwide rework and maintenance

shops in West End; original buildings part of present-day Todd
Shipyards.

Population of Alameda: 23,383; population of Oakland: 150,174;
population of San Francisco: ﬁm.m:m.z

Alameda Argus merged with Times Star.

New $150,000 Electric Plant constructed at foot of Park Street.
Pacific Telephone and Telegraph absorbed Sunset Telephone Co.
Post Office constructed on corner of Central and Park Avenues.
Eagles Hall on Alameda Avenue near Oak, dedicated on May 16th.

Several major shipyards established on Estuary with large-scale
construction of ships during World War |. Inciluded Barnes and
Tibetts (1914) and Bethlehem (Union Iron Works, 1816), whose
abandoned brick Turbine Machine Shop, east of Webster Street, is

"the largest building in Alameda.

A new island in the Estuary created from the dredged material,
later named Government Isiand, and deeded by the City of
Alameda to the Federal government. Activities on the island
include a Coast Guard Station.

United States entered World War in >_u1._.

City reincorporated; new charter adopted, and Alameda became

one of the first California cities with a City Manager form of
government.

Opening of Neptune Beach, largest amusement park in the Bay
Area, on the site of the old Neptune Gardens.

Armistice on November 11th.
Peak year for passengers on the Southern Pacific’s ferry system.

Old Saint Joseph’s Church burned to the ground on September
29th.

Population of Alameda: 28,806; population of Oakland: 216,261;
population of San Francisco: 506,676.

Neptune Theater opened.

Opening of New St. Joseph's (Chestnut and San Antonio) and
First Church of Christ Scientist (Central and Walnut).

City Health Center Building opened.

Alameda Courity voters unanimously endorsed $4,494,000 bond
proposition to construct the Posey Tube.

Peak construction year: 404 buildings erected.
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1949
1950

1951

1952
1953
1953

1955
1955-1957

1956
1958-1972

1960
1961
1963
1964

1966-1969

1967
1968
1969-1971

76

‘conversion of mm:o_m-ﬂmam_w\ houses into apartments.

War ended with. Germany (in May) and Japan (in August).
nov:._wzo: of Alameda: 89,906 (Special U.S. Census).
Nimitz Freeway completed between Oakland and Fremont.

Population of Alameda: 64,430; population of Oakland: 384,575;
population of San Francisco: 775,357.

Otis, Woodstock and new Franklin Schools opened.

New railroad bridge across Estuary constructed adjacent to
Fruitvale Bridge.

Encinal High School opened.
New Bay Farm Island Bridge completed.

New municipal dump, run as a franchise by the .O:v: opened on
present site of Bay Farm Island.

Paden School opened.

In 1955, Alameda voters approved a $4,800,000 bond proposition
to finance reclamation of 335 acres of tidelands off south shore.
Utah Mining and Construction Company _umom: dredging that
year. Filling was completed in 1957.

New Emw:_:mno: School opened.
Substantial development of South Shore.

Widespread demolition of older :oc.mmm and construction of
apartments.

Population of Alameda: 63,855; population of Oakland: 367,548;
population of San Francisco: 740,855,

Establishment of “Alameda Park Street, Incorporated”, as a
redevelopment agency. It produced a $10,000,000 urban renewal
plan for Park Street which was defeated by local vote in 1964.

Webster Street Tube opened adjacent to Posey Tube.

Reclamation District No. 2105 formed, for purpose of dredging

and construction of levees on tidelands west of Bay Farm Island.

Reclamation activities west of Bay Farm Island undertaken by
Utah International, Inc. nine hundred forty-two acres of fill land
created.

Wood School opened.
State Beach on South Shore oum:ma

New Fire Department Station No. 1, at northeast corner of Park
Street and Encinal Avenue, opened on November 1st.

Ballena Bay developed.

1970

1971
1972
1972-1973

1972
1973

1973-1975

1974

1975
1975-1979
1977

1978

1980

Population of Alameda: 70,968; Ppopulation of Oakland: 361,561;
population of San Francisco: 715,674.

College of Alameda opened.
Esperanza Housing constructed at Third and Spruce.
Alameda Victorian Preservation Society organized.

Condominium construction on old wm< Farm Island and South
Shore.

Development of Mariner Square complex in vicinity of the Tubes.

On February 7, Navy jet crashied into Tahoe Apartments on 1800
block of Central Avenue, which burned to the ground with 11 or
12 dead. On March 17, Porter School burned to the ground.

Passage of Measure A in March, prohibiting the construction of
multi-unit dwellings within Alameda.

Community-wide Goal's Study. City-wide congress held on
January 13, 1975. Citizen Task Forces set up. Publication _mmcma
on March 5th 1975.

Historical Advisory OoBBMmm&: formed; empowered to advise the
City Council on the designation of local Historical Monuments.

New Fruitvale (Miller-Sweeney) Bridge ovw:ma._

Senior Citizen housing constructed on site of old Electric Plant,
foot of Park Street.

New schools opened: Haight {1975), Lincoln (1976), Miller (1977),
New Alameda High School ((1978), Amelia Earhart (1979).

Construction amm_c.: by Harbor Bay Isle Associates on Bay Farm
Island fill-land.

New $1,970,000 Police Building located on Oak Street next to City
Hall, opened in- April.

Im%,mmm Days Festival celebrating Alameda’s architecture and
history.

First Phase of construction slated for 206-acre Alameda Marina

Village, on old Del Monte Property.on Estuary mmmﬂ ‘of Webster
Street.
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A Chronological List of Significant Alameda Subdivisions

Map #1: Original Property Divisions, 1852

The original peninsula—the Encinal of San Antonio—with the large marsh to the
northwest, and the fringe of marshiand along the eastern shore, is shown with

the original property divisions made by Chipman and Auginbaugh in 1852.
(Witcher's Survey of 1852).

1. July 1852 William W. Chipman and Gideon Aughinbaugh
557.05 acres

2. July 1852 Henry Fitch and William S. Sharon
165.70 acres

3. July 1852 James F. Hibbard
656.62 acres

4. July 1852 James U. Foley
140.70 acres

5. July 1852 John C. Hays, Jonathan Caperton and James H. McMdrty
140.70 acres

6. July 1852 William W. Chipman and Gideon Aughinbaugh
308.99 acres

Map #2: Significant Subdivision Activity, 1852-1859
The most significant subdivision activities of the 1850's were the Town of
Alameda (7), founded by Chipman and Auginbaugh in the southern part of their
East End holdings, and Hibberd's Town of Encinal (9) at the northwest corner of
his land, which grew as a small port around his wharf on San Antonio Creek.

The strip of subdivision along present-day Fourth Street comprised of one-acre

_oﬁm:ovEmmmsﬁmzamac<OZan:Bmzac_mﬁmam<m_ov3m23_‘:mémmﬁm_‘:
parcel. ’

7. September 26, 1853 Town of Alameda (12/18/1854 J. Stratton)
8. May 9, 1854 Oak Grove Female Institute
9. August 7, 1854 Town of Encinal

10. January 28, 1856 E.S. Chipman’s acre lots
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32. July 30, 1877

Oakshade Tract

33. September 25, 1877 Hays and Caperton's 1/2 acre lots

34. November 12, 1877
35. April 26, 1878
36. May 13, 1878 Powers Tract

37. May 17, 1878

38. May 25, 1878

39. July 24, 1878

40. August 6, 1878

41. November 30, 1878  Brower Tract
42. March 22, 1879
43. June 21, 1879
44, June 25, 1879
5. July 8, 1879

46. October 29, 1879

F¥aamepa RR .

A

§

¥
¥
2

B E s St

i3
—

SRR er—— S . P L0 AT R

|

BROWER TRACT
filed Novemer 30, 1878

80

Norton Property

Property of E.B. Mastick

Fasskings Park

Property of Columbus Bartlett

A Portion of the Tregloan Property

Columbus Bartlet 50 Acre Tract
A Portion of the Vischer Tract
A Portion of the Hastings Tract

Property of James Riddell

Damon’s West End Tract

Encinal Park Tract (North and South)

SANTA. CLARA

T T
il

4. %

42. %

NORTON PROPERTY
filed March 22, 1879

Map #5: m_m:_zama Subdivision >o=<=< 1880- ._mmm

The period between 1880 m:a 1899 was o:w«wo*mzuma by a number of small
subdivisions scattered across the peninsula. Significant trends inciuded the
subdividing of most of the remaining solid land east of High Street and north of
the former Town of Alameda (51, 58, 62, 71), and a number of subdivisions (50,
57, 61, 65), and resubdivisions (53, 70) along the southern shore. The subdividing
of the Haight Estate on the West End (69) was also significant.

47.

48.

49.

50.

'51.

52,

53.

54.

55.

56.

March 20, 1880
June 11, 1880
October 14, 1882
May 5, 1884

July 24, 1884
August 19, 1884
July 21, 1885
September 10, 1885
November m 1885

May 12, 1886

57 October 18, 1887

58.

59.

60.

61,

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

October 31, 1887

May 26, 1888

September 25, 1888
January 26, 1889
April 27, 1889

July 20, 1889

August 31, 1889
August 9, 1889

September 16, 1889

Chester Tract

. A portion of the property of J.D. Thompson

A Portion of Webster's Tract

vmo_.:o. Land Investment Company's Property
Briggs Tract

A Portion of the Meetz Property

Bellevue Tract

Sather and Robinson ._.__\moﬁ

A Portion of the Hays and Caperton Property

A Portion of the Sather Trust Property
(aka Oak Grove Institute Tract)

Lewelling Tract'
Hawley Tract

Resubdivision of Blocks 15, 16 & 17 of Lands Adjacent
to the Town of Encinal

A Portion of the Fitch Tract
Bouievard Tract
Hirschfeld Tract

Resubdivision of Lots 1, 2, 3, 12, 13, 14 of Lands Adjacent
to the Town of Encinal

Property of Alexander Johnson
Bayside Tract

Stewart Tract

iy
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81. January 28, 1928 Justice Tract

92. May 1, 1929 Grand Oak

93. July 1, 1938 Fernside Marina Tract 526
(aka Windsor Tract)
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filed March 19, 1907

81. @

BAY PARK TRACT
filed March 11, 1910

WATERSIDE TERACE
1912

82

86.
STERLING TRACT @
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Library of Congress Research and Reader Service

Summary: To render general and specialized reference and U_c__omqmvg
services.

m:.n&:.\.c\.. Any individual. However, reference service is only offered to
correspondents who have exhausted state, local and regional resources.

Financial Information: Not a grant program.

Contact: Ellen Z. Hahn, Chief, General Reading Room Division, Library of
Congress, Washington, D.C. 20540 (202) 426-5530.

Promotion of the Arts-Museum

Promotion of the Arts
Design

98

Summary: To provide grants in support of any American museum esséntial
activities.

Eligibility: Grants may be made to: 61 non-profit organizations, including local
governments and 21 individuals who, according to public law 89-209, mmo:o:
5(c) must possess excepticnal talent.

Financial Information: (Grants) Fiscal year 1978 estimated $12,428,257
including 540 grants to organizations and 15 grants to individuals (High

organization grant: $500,000; Low: $370; High individual grant: $17,895;
Low:$1,100.

Contact: Director, Museum Program, National Endowment for the Arts, 2401 E -

Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20506 (202) 634-6164.

Architecture, Planning and

Summary: To provide grants for projects including research, professional
education, public awareness in architecture, landscape architecture and
environmental design.

Eligibility: Grant may be made to (1) non-profit o._dmlumzo:m. including state
and local government. (2) individuals who according to public law 89-209
section 5(c) must possess exceptional talent.

Financial Information: (Grants) Fiscal year estimated $3,736,800 including 55
individuals and 191 organizations (High individual grant $10,000, Average:
$5,000; High organization grant: $20,000; Average: $15,000).

Contact: Director, Architecture, Planning and Design Program, National
Endowment for the Arts, 2401 E Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20506 (202)
634-4276

Promotion of the Humanities - General Research
Program

Summary: To advance basic research in all fields of the Humanities; to
support historical research concerning state and local history.

Eligibility: Individuals, :.o:-v_‘ozﬁ organizations, and academiic institutions.

Financial Information: (Grants) Fiscal year 1978 estimated mm 910,200 including
50 grants (High: $500,000; Low: $5,000)

Contact: Assistant Director, Central Research Program, Division of Research

Program, Mail Stop 350, National Endowment for the Humanities, Washington,
D.C. 20506 (202) 724-0276.

Tax Incentives

Summary: Presentation tax incentives are available for property which the

Department of the Interior has designated as a certified rehabilitation of a
certified historic structure.

Eligibility: Property owner.

Financial Information: (Not a grant US@BSY Tax incentives vary according to
the property and rehabilitation costs to the property.

Contact: State Office of Historic Preservation, P.O. Box 2390, mr_o_‘mam:ﬁo.
California 95811 (916) 322-8596.

State Programs
Marks-Foran Bond Financing Act

Summary: This Bond Act provides low interest financing -for residential
rehabilitation.

Eligibility: Local governments.
Financial Information: Specific program information unavailabie.

Contact: California Housing Financing Agency, 301 Capito!l Mali, Suite 408,
Sacramento, California, 95814 (916) 322-3991.

Nejedly-Hart State C&w: and Coastal Park Bond Act

Summary: This bond Act provides grant funds for parks, recreation and
historical acquisition and development purposes.

Eligibility: City and County government. Counties submit proposals; cities can
be recipients of funds.
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Skaggs (L.J.) and Mary C. Skaggs Foundation

Summary: General purpose; primary interest in media research, historic
preservation, performing arts and higher education.

Eligibility: Grants are made only to non-profit organizations.

Financial Information: (Year ending 12/77): Assets $9,283,097; Grant
expenditures $656,353 for 64 grants (High: $175,000; Low $75).

Contact: Skaggs, (L.J.) and Mary Skaggs Foundation, United California Bank

Building, Suite 1730, 1330 Broadway, Oakland, California 94612 (415) 451-
3300.

LEGISLATION

Federal Historic Preservation Legislation
Date Legisiation

1906 Antiquities Act of 1906
(6 W.S.C., Section 431-433) Authorizes the preservation of National
Resources of national significance located on federally owned or
controlled lands as National Monuments. The act further provides for
the protection of all historic and prehistoric ruins and objects of
antiquity located on federal lands.

1926 Recreation Act of 1925
(43 U.S.C., Section 869-1) Authorizes the Interior Department to give
land to state and local government for Historic Monument purposes.

1935 National Historic Sites Act of 1935
(16" W.S.C. Section 461-467) Establishes as a National Policy the
preservation for public use of Historic Resources, by giving the
government the power to make historic surveys, to document, evaluate,
acquire and preserve archeological and historic sites.

1947 = Act of October 6, 1947
(16 U.S.C. Section 468) Creates the National Trust for Historical
Preservation. The National Trust is devoted to preserving both public
and private property. The trust is not tax-supported but depends entirely
on memberships, donations, and organizations and individuals.

1960 Federal Highway Act of 1960 ) }
(23 W.S.C. 30, Section 305) Authorizes highway funds to be expended
for archeological and paleontological salvage on federal highway
projects. .

100

National Historic Preservation-Act of 1966

(16 U.S.C., Section 470) (Amends 1935 Historic Site Act) Pledges federal
support for Historic Preservation, it authorizes the expansion and
maintenance of a National Register of districts, sites, buildirigs,
structures and objects of local, state, and national significance, and
provides grant funds to states for the purposes of undertaking
comprehensive statewide historic surveys.

The Act establishes a program of matching Grants-In-Aid to states for
the preservation, acquisition, and development of National Register
properties. Traditionally, the Act establishes the Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation to advise the President and Congress on matters
relating to Historic Preservation, and to comment upon federal, licensed,
funded, or executed undertakings affecting National Register Properties.

National Environmental Policy Act

(16 U.S.C. 4321-47) Authorizes federal agencies to file detailed Impact
Reports before commencing with a project. NEPA asserted Historic
Preservation as a national objective tc be protected by law.

Urban Mass Transportation Assistance Act of 1970

(49 U.S.C., 1610) National policy is to preserve important historic and
cultural assets and to insure that federally funded mass transit projects
shall not be approved unless they are not in conflict with these assets.

Executive Order 11593

(Protection and enhancement of the cultural environment, 16 U.S.C,,
470) This order directs federal agencies to take a leadership role in
preserving, restoring and maintaining the historic and cultural
environment of the nation. Federal agencies must survey, inventory and
nominate all Historic Resources under their jurisdiction or control.
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1975 City of Alameda, Ordinance No. 1755

Establishes procedures for the preservation of historical and cultural
monuments in the City.

Combined Land Use Plan and
Goals Study

Combined Land Cwm Plan Recommendations for
Historic Preservation

The Combined Land Use Plan (CLUP) clearly supports historic preservation in

Alameda. Under the section Preservation of Older Housing Stock, page 95, CLUP
states the following:

“The City's outstanding stock of older housing should be preserved. Part of
the intention of several of the land use recommendations is encouraging
preservation of older housing stock. These recommendations include the
development of a Special Single-Family category to discourage single-
family houses from being torn down to permit rebuilding at higher
densities . . . Also, the recommendation that residential uses be specified
- as conforming uses in commercial areas is intended to discourage
deterioration of existing older houses in these areas.”

“. .. The recommendation that, residential uses be specified as conforming
uses in commercial areas is intended to discourage deterioration of existing
older housing in these areas. :

1. Additional measures are needed if architecturally significant
groupings of period housing structures are to be preserved as a
group. Therefore, the following recommendations are made:

a. A program should be developed that provides protection for

the special characteristics of architecturally unified grouping of
houses.

b. A program shouid be considered as part of the Historic
Resources Element that would allow larger residences
identified as landmarks, or historically significant buildings, tax
considerations and special maintenance programs in order to
make them more economical to maintain.”

Goals Study Recommendations for Historic Preservation
The final report of the community GOALS STUDY of 1975 aiso addressed

historic preservation issues. Under Goal A, Preservationand Reinforcement of
Alameda’s Quiet Residential Character, page 50:

102

“Every effort shall be made to preserve sound older structures by
rehabilitating them and/or converting them to other uses when permitted

other than allowing them to be demolished and replaced with less
attractive structures.”

Under Goal C, Simplication of Zoning Terminology, Categories m.SQ Uses;
Ameliorating Property Tax Impact, page 66:

“Neighborhoods shall be referred to by their natural geographical and/or
historical names rather than by zoning categories or predominant use
insofar as possible in planning literature and documents.

Under Goal D, Self-Contained, Self-Sufficient Residential Neighboerhoods should
be Maintained and Encouraged, page 68: '

“Historical and :m§< developed neighborhood communities shall be
designated . . . " ' '

Finally, under Goal G, Preservation of the Past, Present and Futurs, pages 71-73,
is the following:

“Problem

Alameda has experienced the gradual and irretrievable destruction ‘of
valuable historically important and/or architecturally or visually 563%5@
parts of the city. Although a preservation ordinance has been adopted, its
coverage is neither sufficiently broad nor flexible to protect that requiring
protection and the rights of its owners or affected property owners.

Goal

Alameda shall provide a broad and flexible program for the preservation
and protection of valuable, important and interesting historic sites,
architecture, landscaping and scenic views.

a. Valuable areas of the city shali be preserved from destruction or
substantial alteration.

b. Valuable areas of the city shall be protected against encroachment
from adjacent development.”
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Camron-Stanford House Preservation Association
1418 Lakeside Drive ‘
Oakland, California 94812

- 836-1976

A preservation association which is located in an historic house open for tours.
Engaged in preservation related educational activities.

Berkeley Architectural Herltage
P.O. Box 7066 Landscape Station
Berkeley, California 94707

This association is devoted to the preservation of the architectural and historical

resources of Berkeley.

California for Preservation Action
P.O. Box 2169
Sacramento, California 84810

This organization is devoted to lobbying in the State Capitol for preservation.

Classes

There are a number of classes available in the East Bay where one can learn
about architectural history and historic preservation. The following is a list of
classes offered in recent years through various institutions. Additionaily,

architectural history and historic preservation are offered at most four-year
colleges in the Bay Area.

City of Alameda
Recreation Department
City Hall

Oak and Santa Clara
Alameda, Callfornia 94501
522-4100 Ex. 227

What: Historic Preservation
When: Weekdays
How much: Fees vary, typically $10 - $30

Peralta College for Non-traditional Study
(Vista College)

*2020 Milvia Street, Suite 200

Berkeley, California

841-8431

What: . Numerous courses relating to, architecture & history
When: Daytime and evening

How much: Registration fee $2.00

104

University Extension Program
University of California

2223 Fulton Street
Berkeley, California

666-3292

What: Bay Area Architecture, Historical Preservation and Victorian
Construction and Reconstruction

When: Nights '

How much: Fees vary

Open Education Exchange
6526 Telegraph Avenue
Oakland, California

655-6791

<<:mn. Walking Tours and Victorian Preservation
When: Weekends and nights

How much: “Fees vary, typically $20 - $35

rian
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Preservation, 1977.
United States, Department of the Interior, “How to Complete National Register Forms”,
Washington, D.C., Office Of Archeology and Historic Preservation, 1977.
Ziegler, Arthur, et al., Revolving Funds for Historic Preservation: A Manual of Practice.
Washington, D.C., National Trust for Historic Preservation, 1975.
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Volunteers

The following is a list of volunteers and student aides who participated in Phase | of Alameda’s architectural and
Historical Survey. Without their help, the Survey could not have been undertaken, nor could this Element have been
produced. They are to be commended for their devotion to Alameda’s heritage.

Ruth Adams
Dolores Arseneau
Burgi Aust

Diane Bagg
Joan Bigley

Ed Bennett
Mary Bennett
Helen Bignone
Bert Bonstin
Robert Brewer
Virginia Burger
Gretchen Burrill
Rochelle Byrd

Lissa Calhoun
Dora Cathoun
Gene Cathoun
Mark Christensen
Dorothy Clazie
Rollina Caughron
Roxanne Clement
Bonnie Corson

Margaret Diether
Lydia D’Moch
Peggy Dorrance

Betty Erskin
Darlene Evans

Maria Faikner
Rudy Falkner
Alpha Fenefos
Annette Ferraresi
Loretta Ferro
Bernie Fitzgerald
Carol Fitzgerald

108

m_umomm_ acknowledgement is made here for the time, service and
assistance given by Gary Knecht. As a volunteer, he has assisted
the staff since the inception of the survey as coordinator of
photography, and as a supplement to staff in the production of

the Element.

Also, special thanks to Joan Bigley for her help in producing
Chapter 3 (Alameda Today).

Jay _u_o,E

Mary Gandyra
Beverly Geisler
Nancy Gordon
Sue Guiden
George Gunn

Dianne Haffner
Geraldine Hall
Ynez Hansen
Dennis Harvey
Al Hartman
Persis Hataria
Baird Heffron
Doris Henry
Lorene Hixson
Lois Hoffman
Peggy Holden
Pat Howard
Lloyd Hurwitz

Irene Jenny
David Johnson
Pat Johnson
Mary Johnston

Sam Keasby
Kathy Kitani

Barbara Knecht

Penny Laverne

" Cynthis Lee

Tom Listman
Vicky Lockhard
Kay Loorz

Don Lyon

Mark Mathieson
Maureen Matthews
Buck Maritzen
Camille Miiler
Judy Mills

Jean Miner
Amanda Minor
Sally McKinley
Pete McNab.
Peggy Moore-Williams
Faye Morris
Cecelia Moore

Anne Marie Nelson

Mrs. D. J. O'Connel!

Don Perata

" Judy Pollard

Ron Quenaga

Arthur Ray
Ann Robinson
Dianne Roloff
Andre Rombs
Fatima Roth

Tom Scott
Jane Shabaker
Ethel Short

David Simmons, Jr.

Gene Sims
Carolyn Sherfy
Violet Soares
Susan Standke
Allan Stein
Mary Stelzner

Jane Stevenson
Jana Stipp

Ben Thompson
Clara Tweelinck

Valeria Vincent

George Weikert
Ed Winberg
Richard Williams
Lynn Wollenweber
David Wolirich
Robert Wood
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